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December 15, 2015
County of Grey
Council Services
Attn: Chair of Transportation and
Public Safety Committee
Via email only: Tara.Warder@grey.ca
Dear Chair:
Re:

Grey Highlands Resolution

Council of the Municipality of Grey Highlands, at their meeting held on
Monday, December 14, 2015 passed the following resolution following an
unscheduled delegation from Mr. Joe Killoran:
15-591
Mokriy – Silverton
That Council directs the following from the unscheduled delegations:
1. Joe Killoran - correspondence be received; and That the Deputy
Mayor be authorized to bring forward the intent of the
communication from Mr. Killoran to the Grey County TAPS
Committee on Thursday, specifically in the equity of dealing
with matters.
Attached is a copy of the correspondence presented to Council. Should you
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office.
Regards,

Debbie Robertson, AMCT
Clerk/Director
Council & Legislative Services
robertsond@greyhighlands.ca
519.986.1216 Ext. 233

The Municipality of Grey Highlands
 206 Toronto Street South, Unit One P.O.Box 409 Markdale, Ontario N0C 1H0
519-986-2811
Toll-Free
1-888-342-4059
Fax 519-986-3643
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Robertson, Debbie
Subject:
Attachments:

FW: 12-14-15 M of GH Council Unscheduled Kimberley Road Safety Updates
Presentation
Kimberley Town Hall Rental Sign.JPG; Kimberley Existing Speed Sign Locations.pdf

Importance:

High

From: Joe Killoran [mailto:joe.killoran@icloud.com]
Sent: December‐14‐15 2:22 AM
To: McQueen, Paul <mayormcqueen@greyhighlands.ca>; Halliday, Stewart <deputymayorhalliday@greyhighlands.ca>
Cc: Councillor Desai <councillordesai@greyhighlands.ca>; Councillor Harris <councillorharris@greyhighlands.ca>;
Councillor Little <councillorlittle@greyhighlands.ca>; Councillor Mokriy <councillormokriy@greyhighlands.ca>; Silverton,
Lynn <councillorsilverton@greyhighlands.ca>; Best, Dan <BestD@greyhighlands.ca>; Robertson, Debbie
<RobertsonD@greyhighlands.ca>
Subject: 12‐14‐15 M of GH Council Unscheduled Kimberley Road Safety Updates Presentation
Importance: High

To:

M of GH Council Members

From:

Joe Killoran

Date:

December 14, 2015

Subject:
My M of GH Donation, New Kimberley Cognitive Road Safety Grist and Kalitec
Signs Required M of GH Motions to Grey Co TAPS
I.

My Cognitive Enhancing Commemorative Gifts To Our Municipality of Grey
Highlands Traffic Calming Road Safety
In memory of my wife’s Father, Dr. James F. Ballantyne, F.R.C.S., a vision expert
surgeon who’s 50 year ophthalmologist practice included:


being the 2nd Canadian surgeon to be awarded the prestigious and highly
qualified UK F.R.C.S. designation



serving 2-years (1979 and 1980) as the President of The College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Ontario,



serving terms as Chief Surgeon and Chief of Ophthalmology at London’s St.
Joseph’s Hospital,



teaching at the UWO School of Medicine and being recognized with Professor
Emeritus stature when he retired from teaching,



being a highly respected and regarded innovative and visionary surgeon – Jim
performed the first cornea transplant in Canada and he also played a leading
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instrumental role in bringing to and introducing laser eye surgery here in
Canada,


etc.,

I would like to make a very simple and very significant road safety cognitive
enhancing financial donation in Jim’s name to our Municipality of Grey Highlands to
fix a visual cognitive impaired message communicating problem.
Specifically, I would like to donate the required amount of money in Jim’s name to
my M of GH to fix the visual cognitive message impaired problem on County Road
13 at the south end of Eugenia.
The Problem: it’s the undersized BEGINS portion of the oversized Maximum 50 km /
h BEGINS sign at the south end of Eugenia.
This past Spring, I showed Jim a picture of this sign along with all of my proposed
innovative and MTO HTA modified driver road safety and honour system cognitively
enhancing signs.
Jim laughed when he saw my picture of the 3 foot wide oversized Maximum 50
Eugenia sign with 6” tall km / h letters with its 2 foot wide undersized BEGINS sign
with its 5” high letters. Jim said that his vision expert answer to this cognitive
readability communicating message of the undersized BEGINS portion of the
Eugenia oversized Max 50 sign was exactly the same as his answer to me in 1989
when I showed him numerous examples of the 10” to 12” long less than 8-point grey
type disclaimer lines below newspaper auto, mutual funds, etc., ads and especially
the 23” long less than 8-point grey type GM disclaimer line that ran right through a
Toronto Star A Section centerspread page:
“They don’t want you to read it!”
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I humbly ask our M of GH Council to seek the immediate approval from our Grey
County TAPS to have an appropriate 3 foot wide BEGINS sign with the appropriate
6” high proportioned white BEGINS letters made for the Eugenia oversized south
end Maximum 50 km / h BEGINS sign and that I would be delighted to donate the
money for the cost of the sign to fix the cognitive visual impairment BEGINS section
of this sign in the memory of my esteemed father-in-law, Dr. James F. Ballantyne,
F.R.C.S.
NOTE: and with there being no BEGINS sign on the north end Flesherton – for
southbound vehicles – 2-foot wide Maximum 50 sign, the Eugenia 2-foot wide
BEGINS sign can be moved there to fix cognitive deficiency problem on the
Flesherton sign.
AND based upon the following:
Mayor Paul McQueen asking TAPS Dir. Mike Kelly on Dec. 2nd, 2014 – exactly 1 year
and 12 days ago in our Kimberley dining room – about the availability and use of
oversized Maximum 50 BEGINS as a traffic calming solution for Kimberley, and
In TAPS Dir. Mike Kelly’s Jan. 22nd, 2015, Response to my Dec. 18, 2014, Kimberley
Anti-Speeding Road Safety Presentation to TAPS in which I formally asked for
oversized Maximum 50 BEGINS signs to be installed in Kimberley, TAPS Dir. Mike
Kelly ill-sighted response stated that there were no oversized Maximum 50 BEGINS
signs in Grey County.
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And with my own Jan. 22, 2015, forensic analysis response to TAPS Dir. Kelly’s
Response included the above picture of the Eugenia oversized Maximum 50 km / h
BEGINS signs,
Please tell me how my admitted Aspies cursed truthteller disabilities are to ask in an
unthreatening way about the individual accountabilities of my M of GH Council
members – specifically what they have done over the last almost 11-months to
obtain these same 3-foot wide oversized Maximum 50 km / h BEGINS traffic calming
signs for Kimberley?
My Aspies disability emotions are roiled at the failure of my M of GH Council
members to obtain these oversized Maximum 50 km / h BEGINS traffic calming signs
for Kimberley.
And if my M of GH Council now takes the initiative after almost 11-months to present
a Motion to Grey Co. TAPS for the deserved approval of these oversized traffic
calming signs for Kimberley based upon the existence of the south end Eugenia
sign and the basic minimum Summer 2015 Kimberley traffic study data that TAPS
Dir. Mike Kelly has shared with our M of GH, I would be delighted to donate the
money in Dr. James F. Ballantyne, F.R.C.S.’s name to pay for these 2-signs Max 50
BEGINS oversized for Kimberley.

II.

Cognitively: Do as we say, but not as we ourselves are allowed to do.
I would like to formally thank Mayor Paul McQueen for stepping up recently and
retrieving our SLOW DOWN Kids at Play traffic calming signs and for his obtaining
permission from Grey Co. TAPS for Kimberley residents to put these traffic calming
signs back up in our community adjacent to the 66 foot Grey Co. road allowance, or
more precisely at a 33 foot set back from our Kimberley road centre single yellow
line.
Q. is our M of GH Mayor and / or M of GH Council empowered to approve and
authorize – give permission to our Kimberley residents to move our SLOW DOWN
Kids At Play traffic calming signs to a better 23 foot set back more cognitive location
from our centre solid line so that they are as cognitively and visually affective—
effective @ a 23-foot set back distance from our solid single centre line as our M of
GH’s own Town Hall Rental sign is cognitively allowed to be?
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Or, is the required 33 foot set back location of our Kimberley residents SLOW DOWN
Kids At Play traffic calming signs a case study example of:
“Do as we say, but not as we ourselves – your M of GH – are allowed to do?!”
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Also, please define our M of GH’s priority: is your priority to communicate the rental
of our Kimberley Town Hall or is your priority to allow our Kimberley residents to
cognitively communicate our deserved / needed / required traffic calming message
76

especially based upon the bare bones basic data from our Summer 2015 traffic
study that we have been given?
Our Kimberley daily traffic count of 2,000 vehicles per day
With 92% of them breaking our Maximum 50 km / h speed limit
With their average speed speeding being 64 km / h = +28% speeding
With their 85th percentile speed being 74 km / h, and
With their fastest speeds being 100 km to 116 km / h on 18 of the 28 traffic study
days
Side bar: also, what does our M of GH Council have to do now to ensure that
Kimberley gets 2 double solid no passing traffic calming lines painted next Spring –
2 double solid no passing traffic calming lines like Nottawa has and many other Grey
County communities have?

III.

An M of GH TAPS Bylaw Amending Motion Is Required
To Facilitate The Proper Location of The 2-Kalitec Radar Signs, and
To Enhance Their Optimum Cognitive Traffic Calming Performance
Briefly, the proper—best location for our 2-Kimberley Kalitec radar signs is 20-30
yards after our existing Maximum 50 BEGINS signs – locations which will
simultaneously maximize / optimize their separate cognitive messages in the proper
sequence spaced order.
To do this, there will be an optimum traffic calming sequence problem if our current
2-Community Safety Zone signs are left in their current locations after / inside our
Maximum 50 BEGINS signs:
North-end 50m after / inside our Max. 50 BEGINS
South-end 100 m after / inside our Max. 50 BEGINS
NOTE: the Grey Co. TAPS map current locations of our existing Kimberley signs
still shows our south-end Community Safety Zone BEGINS signs being at its
previous outside—before our Maximum 50 BEGINS sign.
See attached Kimberley Existing Speed Sign locations pdf doc.
An M of GH Council Motion to TAPS is required to seek an immediate Bylaw change
to move our 2-Community Safety Zone, Fines Increased BEGINS signs from their
current locations to 50 to 75 m before—outside our Maximum 50 BEGINS signs in
order to achieve
1. immediate consistency with the placement of the Community Safety Zone
BEGINS signs at both ends of Heathcote and at the south end of Eugenia.
2. Kimberley's TAPS approved and when properly located and patterned like
Caledon's traffic calming transverse lines -- yellow transverse lines because
Kimberley is an identified Community Safety Zone -- should begin at our
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Community Safety Zone BEGINS signs and end at our Maximum 50 BEGINS
signs.
3. The proper sequence of our Kimberley traffic calming signs to maximize and
achieve the optimum traffic calming affect--effect of our 2-Kalitec signs, is:
a.) our 50 Arrow Ahead sign -- and someday with a petitioning Motion request to
Grey Co. TAPS from our M of GH Council that Kimberley's Summer 2015 traffic
study data validates and verifies that Kimberley deserves to immediately pilot
test the BC 50 Arrow ahead regulatory sign that has a yellow warning ahead
diamond behind them.

NOTE: our Kimberley road authority, Grey Co. TAPS, is empowered to modify
our MTO HTA signs.
b.) our KIMBERLEY sign -- and someday with a petitioning Motion request to Grey
Co. TAPS from our M of GH Council that Kimberley's previous MTO modified
Pedestrian caricature DRIVE SLOWLY WATCH FOR PEDESTRIANS yellow
warning sign that was removed on Nov. 14, 2014, by an ill-sighted, ill-founded
and road safety reducing TAPS Bylaw that has left Kimberley -- a unique Ontario
village with the Bruce Trail on both of our escarpment sides -- 100% pedestrian
warning signs bare naked.
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c.) our Community Safety Zone, Fines Increased BEGINS sign where our Kimberley
approaching yellow traffic calming transverse lines should begin -- and someday
with a petitioning Motion request to Grey Co. TAPS from our M of GH Council
that Kimberley be allowed to pilot test a brand new HTA distinctive Community
Safety Zone category creating sign: a 6" rounded yellow rectangle boarder sign
to go behind our existing HTA regulatory black on white Community Safety Zone,
Fines Increased BEGINS signs - a yellow 6" rounded warning boarder that's
10
9

cognitively located at the same point where our yellow transverse lines should
begin.

NOTE: our Kimberley road authority, Grey Co. TAPS, is empowered to modify
our MTO HTA Community Safety Zone signs and create a distinctive category
coloured sign in the memory of the late Hon. Jim Flaherty who in 1998, as our ON
Acting Solicitor General, signed Bill ______ that created our ON Community
Safety Zones sans their deserved cognitive category creating sign shape with a
safety identifying colour.
11
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d.) Maximum 50 BEGINS sign – and someday with a petitioning Motion request to
Grey Co. TAPS from our M of GH Council that Kimberley be allowed to pilot test
the traffic calming effectiveness of our simple and inexpensive HTA modified red
rectangle with white letters HERE signs below their HTA Maximum 50 BEGINS
signs.

e.) our Kalitec Your Speed Radar signs – located 2-30 yards after—inside our
Maximum 50 BEGINS signs.

f.) and in conjunction with the installation of our Kimberley Kalitec radar signs,
Grey Co. TAPS and / or our M of GH have their bidirectional traffic data
monitoring equipment set up 225 to 250 metres after the Kalitec radar signs in
order to record:
12
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i.)

the speed of incoming drivers after the Kalitec signs

ii.)

the speed of departing drivers – how much they are speeding up 225 to
250 m before our end of village Maximum 80 BEGINS signs.

And based upon our Kimberley village's deserved / legally required 85th
percentile or other required traffic data, that our M of GH will immediately – if the
data validates and verifies that our Kalitec signs need traffic calming speed limit
reinforcing signs – have obtained prior approval from Grey Co. TAPS based upon
pre-determined data being breached – that Kimberley residents be allowed to
immediately put up our six 2-sided
50 MEANS 50 HERE signs.

IV.

My Preliminary Forensic Analysis of Kimberley’s Summer 2015 Traffic Study Data,
includes
1. There is 2-weeks of data dates missing: from July 28th to August 11th which
includes over the Civic Holiday long weekend.
2. Grey Co. TAPS have only given our M of GH the basic by hourly data chart in PDF
form.
Grey Co. TAPS has withheld Kimberley’s raw traffic data plus the Houston Radar
data analysis and decision facilitating software for the Armadillo Traffic Counter
system from our M of GH.
13
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NOTE: the “advanced” traffic data analysis and decision facilitating capabilities of the Armadillo
Traffic Counter bidirectional – it can track traffic going both ways at the same time and location –
system from Houston Radar that our Grey Co. TAPS Department bought last June and used here in
Kimberley this past July and August.

@ Armadillo Traffic Counter - Radar Based Vehicle Data Collector houston-radar.com

Stats Analyzer™

With its easy-to-use interface, amazing features, and rock-solid stability Stats Analyzer™ is the
foundation of Armadillo Tracker®.
Even as others try to catch up, the technologies and features built into Stat Analyzer™ keep your
Houston Radar device years ahead.
User Manual

In Conclusion
I have previously shared with you on many occasions beginning 1-year ago that our
Kimberley threatened road safety is a subset of bigger issues, including:
The anti-speeding components of our MTO HTA are as defective as and significantly more
deaths and injuries causing than the GM ignition switches caused.
And our defective ON MTO HTA anti-speeding road safety components, include:
 our Ontario defective limbo low 1x and 2x speeding fines v. Nova Scotia’s 1x speeding
fines,
 our Ontario defective 3-demerit points speeding penalties beginning at +16 km to +29
km speeding v. AB’s and NS’s 2-demerit points speeding violation penalties that begin
@ +1 km to +15km speeding
 our Ontario speeding traffic Court JP’s who are gamed by X-Coppers groups that
filibuster Courts in order to win their plea bargained reduced traffic violations
 our Min. of Correctional Services and Public Safety’s lack of a speeding enforcement
ticketing standard for our OPP for speeding violations, especially in posted safety
zones.
14
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Etc.

Cloning several sentences from the Globe and Mail’s recent November 28, 2015, Editorial on
missing women – most of whom were indigenous:
“The worth of a democratic society is measured by how it treats its minorities and most
disadvantaged members.”
and
“It is one thing to have a distinct group that is systemically marginalized, and to look away. It
is a whole other level of ignorance to allow that marginalization to put members of that group
in harm’s way and not do a thing about it.”
Joe Killoran
235288 Grey Road 13
Kimberley, ON
iPhone Cell: 1 (905) 767-7747
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January 4, 2015
Via: Email (kim.wingrove@grey.ca)
Kim Wingrove
Chief Administrative Officer
Corporation of the County of Grey
595 9th Ave East
Owen Sound, ON N4K 3E3
Dear Ms. Wingrove;
RE:

Cycling Grey County
Infrastructure and Paved Shoulders

The Georgian Triangle Development Institute is a private sector non-profit organization which
represents the development sector within the Georgian Triangle area. Members include
planners, developers, engineers, construction companies, real estate firms, and related
businesses and interested parties within the Georgian Bay Area.
Historically, the County had been considered at the forefront of including “paved shoulders” in
some of its road infrastructure projects. The paved shoulders along County Road 19 from the
south end of Blue Mountain Resort to Highway 26 in the early 2000’s are an example. In recent
years, the County included paved shoulders on the reconstruction of County Road 19 up to
Grey Road 2. This year, the County reconstructed Scenic Caves Road and provided for paved
shoulders on Grey Road 119 all the way to Banks.
It has come to our attention that in the near future there will be discussions at Grey County
over the matter of “paved shoulders” as part of Grey County roads construction or
reconstruction. We also understand that a group representing local residents, businesses and
the cycling community will be approaching the County with a request to include paved
shoulders as part of some 2016 roads projects, in particular Grey Roads 31 and 119.
Please accept this letter as our support for the inclusion of paved shoulders as part of a
“standard” for County roads identified by this group.
414-115 First Street, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 4W3
www.gtdi.ca
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Our support is based on the following points:
1. Planning and Infrastructure: There is an overall community development principle that
is now widely accepted and adopted as planning policy and is referred to generically as
“Active Transportation”.
This principle and its supporting policies are adopted
Provincial policy and reflected in contemporary planning documents found at the
County and Local levels, in particular their respective Official Plans. One important
aspect to this principle is a transportation infrastructure that includes and supports
facilities for cycling. Cycling as an alternative mode of transportation is a wellestablished community building goal for several reasons ranging from public health
initiatives to accessibility. A key component of that infrastructure is what is generically
referred to as “paved shoulders”.
2. Tourism and the Economy: Over the past decade or so, cycling has become a significant
recreational activity embraced by residents and visitors alike. We appreciate that
cycling is a major tourism attraction to the south Georgian Bay region in general and, to
Grey County in particular. This is reflected in a variety of promotional initiatives through
the county and local municipalities as well as several major annual cycling events.
Cycling friendly communities are able to attract people who include cycling as part of
their recreational/tourist activity. It also stands to reason that cycling friendly
communities encourage and enable cycling to more of its resident population. Tourism
is one of the County’s main economic drivers. Many major tourism operators rely on
cycling as an available activity key to attracting and retaining visitor dollars.
3. Safety: Over the past several years, the “Share the Road” program has brought
awareness to both motorists and cyclists alike for the need to consider the safe cooperative use of roads. The question is not whether or not cyclists have a right to use a
road, but how to increase the safety of that cyclist on the road. Infrastructure
components in this regard are paved shoulders. These are evidenced in many local road
improvements as well as several existing County Roads that we noted earlier.

We realize that there are budgetary considerations and that County Staff and our elected
representatives are charged with the difficult task of prioritizing expenditures. Having said that,
the purpose of many of the policies and directions we have noted earlier is to provide a basis
for making decisions on public facilities. These are approved public policies arrived at in most

414-115 First Street, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 4W3
www.gtdi.ca

18

cases through extensive public consultation and, in the case of both County and Local Official
Plans, by Council adopted and approved documents. They are in place because they reflect a
collective vision of what is for the “public” good and based on considerations for health,
opportunity and the economy. Cycling infrastructure policies are an integral component of
future planning.
Sincerely,

Andrew Hill, President
cc:

Randy Scherzer, Grey County
Michael Kelly, Grey County
Bryan Plumstead, Grey County

414-115 First Street, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 4W3
www.gtdi.ca
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Blue Mountain Resorts LP
108 Jozo Weider Boulevard, Blue Mountains, Ontario L9Y 3Z2
Phone: (705) 445-0231 | Toll Free: (877) 445-0231 | Fax (705) 444-1751
Web: www.bluemountain.ca | Email: mail@bluemountain.ca
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

January 5, 2016
BY EMAIL ONLY
Michael Kelly
Director of Transportation Services
Grey County
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON N4K 3E3

Dear Michael:
RE:

2016 Shoulder Widening Project Modifications - Revised Report TR-TAPS-66-15
Blue Mountain Resorts LP - Comments

In December 2015, Blue Mountain Resorts LP (BMR) was contacted by members of the newly formed South
Georgian Bay Cycling Coalition to discuss the matter of paved shoulders on Grey County roads with particular
emphasis on Grey Roads 119 and 31, which have construction projects scheduled for 2016. May this letter
serve as BMR’s comments in relation to the presentation you made to the TAPS Committee on October 22,
2015 and the corresponding Revised Report TR-TAPS-66-15, which BMR understands was endorsed by County
Council on November 3, 2015, as per Resolution CC148-15.
BMR has actively participated in various Grey County transportation-related studies over the years. One of the
key comments BMR has provided and reiterated throughout these studies is the need to improve connectivity
between roads and sections of roads with paved shoulders. It remains BMR’s position that there are currently
too many fragmented routes where paved shoulders end in the middle of a County road. This poses a
challenge to bike commuters and avid road cyclists alike. It also poses a challenge for BMR employees to
identify safe and well-connected cycling routes for our visitors.
BMR was a strong supporter of the County’s provision for paved shoulders on Grey Road 119 from the Grey
Road 19 roundabout to Banks in 2015. As a result, BMR was extremely disappointed to learn that County
Council has decided to include a provision for paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along Grey
Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna in the 2016 construction schedule. Figures 4-1 and 4-2 of the Grey County
Transportation Master Plan Final Draft Report indicate paved shoulders are proposed for this particular stretch
of road to form part of the County’s Active Transportation Network and designated Cycling Routes. However, it
was BMR’s understanding that the paved shoulder width would be in the area of 1.2 to 2 metres as is typical in
supporting non-motorized active modes of transportation. The provision of a 0.25 metre paved shoulder along
this stretch of Grey Road 119 is inconsistent with the County’s Transportation Master Plan.
BMR is also disappointed to learn that Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometers north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey
Road 2 is also scheduled to have paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres in 2016. This stretch of Grey
Road 31 represents yet another very popular cycling route in our area. It has formed part of the Centurion
Cycling C50 and C100 routes since the event’s inception in 2009 and has been used for the short, medium, and
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long courses in the Grey County Road Race since 2014. The Grey County Road Race and Grey County Time Trial
are currently the only North American qualifier events in the UCI World Cycling Tour.
BMR appreciates there are additional, upfront capital costs associated with the provision of paved shoulders
on County roads. However, according to Committee Report TAPSR-116-08, over a fifteen-year period, paved
shoulders are less costly to install and maintain than gravel shoulders. In addition, Grey County’s Paved
Shoulder Policy ‘Roads 01-09’ states the following:
2. When constructing new highway surfaces during County construction and spot improvement projects,
the shoulder next to the driving lanes shall be paved on roads functionally classified as rural arterials
regardless of traffic volume.
It appears that a 0.25-metre wide paved shoulder along Grey Roads 119 and 31 is inconsistent with the
County’s existing Paved Shoulder Policy. Furthermore, it is BMR’s opinion that the proposed paved shoulder
width is insufficient and not reflective of the heavy use of this popular cycling route by area residents and
visitors alike.
Goal #1 of the Grey County Transportation Master Plan is ‘to create a vision for all modes of transportation in
Grey County, with a particular focus on encouraging active transportation options (cycling, walking/running).’
Cycling for both recreational and utilitarian (active transportation) purposes is an activity that is growing
throughout Ontario. Furthermore, the rural and recreational character of Grey County paired with the
elevations offered by the Niagara Escarpment make this unique area a significant draw to tourists, including
cyclists, from Canada and abroad.
Grey County has an incredible opportunity to position itself as a world class cycling destination. However,
there needs to be political will to invest in this very important infrastructure now. The increased capital costs
may be significant but the costs of this missed opportunity cannot be overlooked. As a result, BMR respectfully
requests that Grey County reconsider the proposed width of paved shoulders on these two particular roads
slated for construction in 2016 and that further consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders
as critical infrastructure in facilitating cycling and other modes of active transportation going forward.
Lindsay Ayers, Director of Planning & Environment, will be attending the meeting scheduled for Thursday
January 7, 2016 on BMR’s behalf and looks forward to continuing dialogue with the County on this matter.
Regards,

Dan Skelton
President & Chief Operating Officer

Cc:

Kim Wingrove, Chief Administrative Officer, Grey County
Bryan Plumstead, Economic Development & Tourism Manager, Grey County
Randy Scherzer, Director of Planning & Development, Grey County
Andrew Siegwart, President, Blue Mountain Village Association
Patti Kendall, Director of Marketing & Events, Blue Mountain Village Association
John McKean, Mayor, Town of the Blue Mountains
Shawn Everitt, Director of Community Services, Town of the Blue Mountains
Bill Abbotts, South Georgian Bay Cycling Coalition
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Dear TAPS committee,
It has come to our attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects on
a number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25
metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5
kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads represent very popular and heavily
utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road 31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling
and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a large number of people to our area each year.
We think that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is insufficient
and not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity that is growing
rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and spending money in Grey
County and surrounding areas.
After opening the General Store in Kimberley in 2010, we have see a huge increase in the amount of
cycle tourism. We have been contacted often by regional cycling groups and Ontario-based cycling
coalitions to participate in their various activities, ranging from hosting groups of 150 cyclists on
fundraising events, to assisting with province wide promotion of cycling routes. Without a doubt,
cycling in and around the Beaver Valley is becoming a quality destination for a huge group of
recreational tourists.  Much of the advertising promotion that we receive comes from the twitter
accounts of cycling groups and word of mouth as they talk about the amazing rides through our
area. Many of the people who come to the General Store by bicycle often come back with their
families, prepared to buy lunches, groceries, and curiosities.
We believe in the positive aspects of cycling tourism so strongly that we have added a cyclist-friendly
patio space on to the store last year, where up to 50 cyclists can take a break out of the sun and
rain.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on
these roads, we respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of
paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional
consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating
cycling going forward.
We understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21. Please
also consider this letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,

Stacie and Justin Howe
Proprietors, Kimberley General Store
www.kimberleygeneralstore.ca
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It has come to our attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction
projects on a number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a
width of only 0.25 metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and
Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads
represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey
Road 31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which
attract a large number of people to our area each year.
We feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is
insufficient and not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity
that is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and spending
money in Grey County and surrounding areas. As our winters are increasingly varied in
duration and intensity, merchants such as Squire John's increasing rely on summer cycling
activity to sustain themselves. You may also want to make reference to the number of people
that Squire's employs.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders
on these roads, we respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed
width of paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and
that additional consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical
infrastructure in facilitating cycling going forward.
We understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21.
Please also consider this letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,

Mark Andersen
Partner
Squire John's

209896 Hwv 26 West., Blue Mountains, ON L9Y OL 1
Retail & Service 705.4"45.1130 • 1.800.303.1334 • Office -05 445.4606 • Fax -05.445.6188
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As an avid cyclist living in Thornbury I am writing you from Pinellas County Florida where
we are escaping some of Thornbury's winter.
I support all the petitions below requesting that paved bike lanes be added to all roads in the
Blue Mountain area that are frequently used by cyclists.
As one of the original directors of the board that developed the Georgian Trail I also think it
is time to pave the Georgian trail so it can serve a broader recreation use & give road cyclists
an alternative to the dangerous Hwy 26.
I find it amazing that we are still having this discussion because it was my impression that the
local Councils had some years ago agreed that paving the shoulders of bike routes was a
priority. As I see it the only impediment to this is the initial cost, but as I am sure you know
other jurisdictions have shown paved shoulders to be cost effective in the long run.
Also with the increasing number of cyclists, the safety for cars & cyclists must become a
priority before we start to have serious casualties.
The value accommodating bikes on our roads to our tourist industry has already been
demonstrated by events like the Centurion. However when you read the current blogs from
the cycling clubs, they love our area as a potential cycling destination but wonder why
cycling has not been embraced by the various local Councils who give the impression that
cars are the only vehicles that should be on the road & the growing number of bikes in our
area are a nuisance.
Pinellas County Florida where we are vacationing has over 100 miles of paved off road non
motorized trails. As well, most of the scenic & connector roads, even the multi-lane ones,
have paved bicycle lanes. When you read the literature here & observe the amount of related
business you see that Biking is a big part of Tourism in this area. The population here locally
to support cycling is greater than ours but the population they draw from is a fraction of what
we have.
There is lots more to say in favour of accommodating cyclists & hopefully the will to do this
will soon be embraced by Council & stop being such an uphill battle for the advocates.
Thank you for Listening
Doug Norman
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It has come to my attention that Grey County is planning to complete road
construction projects on a number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that
paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres are being proposed for Grey
Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of
Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads represent very popular and heavily
utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road 31 is used for both
the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a large
number of people to our area each year.

I feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads
is insufficient and not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads.
Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of
cyclists are travelling to and spending money in Grey County and surrounding
areas. There have in fact been recent publications promoting recreational
cycling within Grey County and the absence of sufficient paved shoulders will
potentially backfire the efforts made by businesses within your tax base to attract
tourist dollars. For the vehicle traffic it also represents a safety concern, and the
heavy use by large trucks without sufficient shoulder space creates potential
serious hazards for all. As a recreational cyclist who regularly frequents
businesses that are on these specific roads I am gravely concerned. I and fellow
cyclists have been patiently waiting for the completion of this road work with the
anticipation of increased safety for all.

Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre
paved shoulders on these roads, I respectfully request that the TAPS Committee
reconsider the proposed width of paved shoulders on these two particular roads
slated for construction in 2016 and that additional consideration be given to the
importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating cycling
going forward.
I understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on
January 21. Please also consider this letter as support for these deputations.

Thank you for your consideration,
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Jane Keast
Collingwood, Ontario

Sent from my iPad
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Dear John,
It has come to my attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction
projects on a number of County Roads in 2016. I also understand that paved shoulders with a
width of only 0.25 metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and
Grey Road 31 from 0.5 km north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads represent
very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road 31 is
used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a large
number of people to our area each year.
I feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is
insufficient and not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an
activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and
spending money in Grey County and surrounding areas. This area is being considered, by
cycling clubs and organizations around the world, as one of the best cycling grounds in North
America. As well, safety, not only for the cyclists but also for automobile drivers, is of
paramount importance to all concerned.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders
on these roads, I respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width
of paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that
additional consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical
infrastructure in facilitating cycling going forward.
I understand that there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21st.
Please also consider this letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration.
Yours truly,
Gene Kinoshita
Clarksburg, ON
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Mr. John Bell
Chair, Transportation & Public Safety Committee
Grey County
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON  
N4K 3E3
Dear Mr. Bell:
As someone who spends significant time in the Grey County area enjoying all the wonderful recreational, arts and other
opportunities of the County, I have a real interest in proposed investments in the community. In addition to skiing,
snowshoeing, golf and hiking, I spend whatever time I have available road cycling in the County.

It has come to my attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects on a number
of County Roads in 2016. I understand that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres are being
proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe
Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area.
Furthermore, Grey Road 31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which
attract a large number of people to our area each year.
I feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is insufficient and not
reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario
(more people cycling than playing golf) and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and spending money in
Grey County and surrounding areas. On every ride I am part of, we stop at least once to purchase something
from a local shop. These rides often lead to a number of us deciding to meet for dinner after at a local
restaurant or some other local activity. I also often have visitors up to ride with my group bring more tourist
dollars to the area.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on these roads, I
respectfully request that the Transportation & Public Safety Committee reconsider the proposed width of
paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional
consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating cycling
going forward.
I understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21. Please also consider
this letter as support for these deputations.
I appreciate you taking the time to consider this note.
Regards,
Tom Sinclair, CPA, CA, CMC
Partner
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Four Corners Group
(O) 416-593-0900 ext. 2241
(M) 416-941-8336
tsinclair@fourcornersgroup.com
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It has come to our attention that Grey County is planning to
complete road construction projects on a number of County
Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a
width of only 0.25 metres are being proposed for Grey Road
119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5
kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These
roads represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling
routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road 31 is used for both
the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events,
which attract a large number of people to our area each year.
We feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres
along these two roads is insufficient and not reflective of the
volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity that
is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are
travelling to and spending money in Grey County and
surrounding areas.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only
provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on these roads, we
respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the
proposed width of paved shoulders on these two particular
roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional
consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders
as critical infrastructure in facilitating cycling going forward.
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Moreover, this is a very important issue for us, as we bought
property for ourselves and our family specifically because
cycling is such a significant part of our recreation. Toronto is
not safe and Grey County is an ideal place for this sport. Please
reconsider how this impacts upon us.
We understand there are deputations scheduled before the
TAPS Committee on January 21. Please also consider this letter
as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,
Eva and Bernie Smith
Thornbury, On
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John…in this day and age it is extremely important that consideration be given to the increasing use
of cycling as transportation and recreational purposes. Safety should be a major concern in you
planning for both cyclists and motorists and bike lanes a priority in any road reconstruction and
development.
In Spain where we spent two weeks cycling last year roads there not only had wider bike lanes than
your proposed lanes but also signs advising driver to allow 1.5m for cyclists.
More and more cyclists and drivers occupy space on our Blue Mountain and Grey Bruce roads each
year please make it safer and with fewer incidents by adding proper bike lanes.
Please consider this letter as support for other deputations for wider bike lanes.
Your very truly
D`Arcy DeGeer-Dana DeGeer – Patricia DeGeer --Garry DeGeer
Cyclists from the Town of B Mtns
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Dear Sir,
As a long-time resident of Lakewood Drive in the Town of the Blue Mountains it has come to my
attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects on a number of
County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres are
being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres
north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads represent very popular and heavily utilized
cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road 31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and
Grey County Road Race events, which attract a large number of people to our area each year.
I feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is insufficient and
not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly
in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and spending money in Grey County and
surrounding areas. Our area likes to bill itself as Ontario’s best four seasons tourist destination &
this road improvement project represents the perfect opportunity to enhance one of the activities
that is attracting a significant number of tourists to our area.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on
these roads, I respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of
paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional
consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating
cycling going forward.
I understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21. Please also
consider this letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration. Respectfully,
Alexander D. Henry, CPA, CA
ahenry@hamptonmetrix.com
Tel: 416-971-5234 X 300
Fax: 416-971-5823
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To: Grey County Administration:
Re: Paved shoulder on county roads
As a bed and breakfast operators in Grey County for the last ten years, we
would like to make the following comments and observations.
The interest and participation of the cycling sector has definitely increased
in the time we have been in business. We have increased the interest in
cycling by creating a system of bed and breakfast establishments where
cyclist can cycle a route to different accommodations and have their
luggage delivered to their next location. The "Ontario by Bike" network
has produced a website promoting cycling locations in Ontario; Grey
County is described as a "cycling hub". From a tourism standpoint we are
one of ten locations competing for attention in Ontario on the cycling
website.
As a tourism operator we find that cyclists make frequent day and
overnight stays. Serious cyclists participate in multiple events annually.
Cycling events and participation equate to an increase in tourism and has
a positive economic effect. Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, the
investment in cycling infrastructure and facilities is a positive indicator
that cycling is a growing transportation mode and tourism activity and
that Grey County is cycling friendly.
Something as simple as paved shoulders and bike lanes will have an
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enormous impact on cycling, safety and tourism in Grey County. Paved
shoulders allow all levels of cyclists to feel comfortable and safe on our
roads. A slogan that all tourism partners would like to see in promoting
Grey County would be "Grey County more bike lanes than any other
county in Ontario". An easily obtainable goal.
Regards,
Sid & Louise McFarlane
Georgian Manor B&B
Thornbury, ON
georgianmanorbb.com
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Dear Mr. Bell,
It has come to my attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects on a
number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres are
being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of
Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our
area. Furthermore, Grey Road 31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events,
which attract a large number of people to our area each year.
I feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is insufficient and not
reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario
and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and spending money in Grey County and surrounding areas. I
have been a weekender resident in Collingwood since purchasing my chalet in 2010 and I actively
participate in both cycling and skiing activities throughout their respective seasons and are extremely
important to my health, vitality and general mental and physical well being , more particularly since
suffering a heart condition several years ago. I look forward to the cycling season and sharing this special
time with family and friends who share the same passion for cycling. Cycling on safe roads that have made
provision for cyclists is not only essential for obvious reasons, but failing to provide such safe roads for
cyclists , in my view, would expose the decision makers to potential liability, knowing full well the intended
use of these roads to be shared by both vehicles and cyclists.    Moreover, cycling has become a dominant
activity in South Georgian Bay Area which brings in significant business dollars for the business community
which has a positive domino effect on additional employment opportunities, housing demand etc. and a
larger and improved tax base. A win –win for all concerned.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on these roads,
I respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of paved shoulders on these
two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional consideration be given to the
importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating cycling going forward.
I understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21. Please also
consider correspondence as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,
LEONARD FINEGOLD
Suite 1600 | 480 University Avenue | Toronto ON | M5G 1V2
Direct 416 597 3376 | Fax 416 597 3370 | finegold@gsnh.com | www.gsnh.com
Assistant | Connie Dias | 416 597 9922 ext. 111 | dias@gsnh.com
proud member of

We’re social, follow us:
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John Bell,
Chair, Transportation & Public Safety Committee
Grey County
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON
N4K 3E3
It has come to my attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects on a number of
County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres are being proposed for
Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey
Road 2. These roads represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road
31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a large number of
people to our area each year.

I feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is insufficient and not reflective
of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large
number of cyclists are travelling to and spending money in Grey County and surrounding areas. I recently moved to
this area specifically for the opportunities it provides for outdoor activities. A principle one for me is cycling and
the need to do so safely is paramount. Lack of appropriate paved shoulders is a well recognized safety hazard.

Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on these roads,
I respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of paved shoulders on these two
particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional consideration be given to the importance of
paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating cycling going forward.

I understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21. Please also consider this
letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,
Dane Clark
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Stephen & Marina Bennett

John Bell
Chair, Transportation and Public Safety Committee
Grey County
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON
N4K 3E3

Dear Mr. Bell
Construction to Grey Roads 119 and 31
It has come to our attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects on a
number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres
are being proposed for:



Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and
Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2.

These roads represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey
Road 31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a large
number of people to our area each year.
We feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is insufficient and
not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly in
Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and spending money in Grey County and
surrounding areas. In January 2015, we purposefully purchased a home in Redwing because it provided a
number of excellent cycling routes right on our doorstep. Our friends have spent many a weekend with us
cycling and visiting the local shops and restaurants. Grey Road 119 and 31 are two busy roads and the
safety of cyclists should be given extra consideration.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on these
roads, we respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of paved
shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016. Also, please provide additional
consideration to the importance of paved shoulders on all roads. This is critical infrastructure to facilitate
cycling going forward. This county has long been known for its active lifestyle and our infrastructure plans
should continue to encourage cycling.
We understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21. Please also
consider this letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,

Marina and Stephen Bennett
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Dear Mr. Bell,
It has come to my attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects on
a number of County Roads in 2016. I understand that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25
metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5
kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. I feel that paved shoulders with a width of only
0.25 metres along these two roads, or any of the other county road that will be repaved in the
future, is insufficient and will lead to potentially dangerous situations for both cyclists as well as
drivers. There is currently a campaign in the Town of Blue Mountains for cyclists and drivers to
"share the road”. This is much easier to do if there is sufficient room for cyclists to be on a paved
shoulder that is at least 1 to 1.5 metres wide.
Road cycling is becoming an evermore popular sport in The Town of Blue Mountains. The number of
cyclists on the road, therefore, is only going to increase in the years to come. It is therefore
imperative to “create" room for the cyclists on a wide enough paved shoulder so that cars/trucks can
pass them safely without impeding traffic.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on
these roads, I respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of paved
shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional
consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating
cycling going forward.
I understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21. Please also
consider this letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,
Sarah Mills
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Dear Sirs:
My wife and I purchased a home near Craigleith a number of years back, spurred by the possibility of
skiing, but also of cycling up and on the escarpment. Shoulders on roads is a huge issue for those of
us on two wheels trying to share the road with vehicles.
It has come to my attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects on
a number of County Roads in 2016. I understand that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25
metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5
kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads represent very popular and heavily
utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road 31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling
and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a large number of people to our area each year.
I feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is insufficient and
not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly
in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and spending money in Grey County and
surrounding areas. Certainly that includes myself and a number of my cycling companions.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders on
these roads, I respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of
paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional
consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating
cycling going forward.
I understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21. Please also
consider this letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,
Sincerely,

Paul Nesbitt, Ph.D.,
Nesbitt Research Associates Inc.,
Paul.Nesbitt@rogers.com
Collingwood, ON
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Richard C. Pettit
Clarksburg, Ontario
Telephone:

January 19, 2016

Email:

Mr. John Bell
Chair, Transportation & Public Safety Committee
Grey County
595 9th Avenue E ast
Owen Sound, ON
N4K3E3
Dear Mr. Bell:
Subject: Scheduled 2016 Re-construction of Sections of GRs 119 and 31
I am writing this letter on behalf of my wife, Karen, and myself. We are both full-time residents
at the address noted above and have been for the last 7 years. Prior to moving here, we had been
"weekenders" for upwards of 25 years. We are passionate about where we live and the people,
both "locals" and "transplants" like us, that live here full-time and as weekenders or visit as
tourists. The beauty and uniqueness of this area make it an incredibly desirable area to live in
and visit.
We are sending this letter as avid cyclists and, more importantly, as residents who want to see
the area realize its full potential as a driver of economic activity and related employment and
residency for younger and older families alike.
It has come to our attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction projects
on a number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a width of only
0.25 metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road31
from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads represent very popular
and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road31 is used for both the
Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a large number of people,
and related economic activity to our area each year.
It is our strongly held view that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two
roads is insufficient and not reflective of the volume of cyclists and motorists using these roads;
such shoulders are unsafe for cyclists and motorists alike.

Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are
travelling to and spending money in Grey County and the surrounding areas. In this regard, it is
important to recognise that cyclists of all capabilities are attracted to the area because of the
favourable topography and beauty of the area and the increasing availability of quality
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Richard C. Pettit
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accommodations, services and retail shopping. Indeed, many visitors ultimately become full
time residents and property owners. All of this drives economic activity and employment, which,
in turn, drives more economic activity and increasing amounts of tax revenues; property,
employment, business and sales taxes, all increase with greater economic activity.
In these circumstances, it is our view that the Grey County decision makers need to
recognise and consider the economic benefits that will be generated by making our
area more cycling friendly. Any cyclist familiar with our area will tell you that it is World
class. Many businesses in the area will confirm that they are realizing increased revenues, as the
popularity of cycling continues to grow. Indeed, Karen and I believe that the growth of cycling in
the area has the potential to make Grey County and the surrounding areas true, four season
destinations; logic dictates that this will reduce the negative impact of increasingly varied
weather patterns that, on a year to year basis, can be very detrimental to businesses and
employment directly related to snow related activities, as evidenced by our immediate past
Christmas season.
Given the long-term implications of the decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders
on these roads, we respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width
of paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for re-construction in 2016 and that
additional consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical
infrastructure in facilitating safe travel for motorists and cyclists alike for years to
come.
We understand that there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21st
in respect of this matter. Please consider this letter as support for these deputations.
I have taken the liberty of copying the members of the TAPS Committee, Tara Warder and Kim
Wingrove with this correspondence in the hope that they will read and consider its contents.
I/we would be happy to discuss the contents of this letter with whoever would like to; we can be
reached at the 519 number noted above.
We thank you, and those people that have been copied, for your thoughtful consideration of this
matter and strongly urge you to take a longer term perspective in arriving at your decision with
respect to the inclusion of adequate paved shoulders in the planned 2016 re-construction of Grey
Roads 119 and 31.
Yours very truly,

Richard C. Pettit
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John Bell,
Chair, Transportation & Public Safety Committee
Grey County
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON  
N4K 3E3
Dear Mr. Bell,
It has come to my attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction
projects on a number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a
width of only 0.25 metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and
Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads
represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road
31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a
large number of people to our area each year.
We feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is
insufficient and not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an
activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and
spending money in Grey County and surrounding areas. Grey County has even represented on
its website that "With well-maintained, quiet roads and amazing scenery, Grey County is truly
a cycling destination. Home to the annual Centurion cycling race, the region has become a
training ground for racers and recreational cyclists alike.’ The official site of the Town of the
Blue Mountains states that " bicyclists, motorists, agricultural equipment operators, horses and
riders and pedestrians will often be sharing the road” It has posted the following share the
road video http://www.thebluemountains.ca/share-the-road.cfm which encourages cooperation
among cyclist and other vehicles. That video features experienced cyclist who are
comfortable riding in a pace line . It also discusses the Highway Traffic Act requirement to
share the road requiring motorist to give at least 1 meter side distance to cyclist when passing.
This is all fine if cyclist are experienced and if motorists take the time to give the required
space. This is often uncomfortable or confusing for motorists facing oncoming traffic or other
cyclists.
We have travelled to many jurisdictions that have developed successful cycling tourism
industries. The common denominator for all these communities has been the installation and
maintenance of adequately wide bike lanes in the rural areas surrounding the destinations
allowing riders to commute safely within the jurisdiction. Your commencement of the
construction of dedicated lanes within the County, such as the lower portion of GR 40, was
encouraging but this news is a disappointing reversal.   
One method for reducing potential friction between cyclists and motorized vehicles is to
provide a wide curb, increasing the probability that motorists pass cyclists at a safe distance
without having to change lanes.This is held to be particularly important on routes with a high
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proportion of larger vehicles. In Grey County during the week, transport and construction
vehicles increase the danger to cyclists. Bike lanes provide a significant benefit to safe and
efficient bicycle circulation. Conflicts between bikes and autos are dramatically reduced when
on-road lanes are installed. Having separate identifiable areas on the rural roads for bikes and
autos places the travellers in predictable locations. pleasant bike lane infrastructure would be a
big step for social inclusion and even economic empowerment, allowing people a safe, easy,
economic and healthy way to move about.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders
on these roads, we respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed
width of paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that
additional consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical
infrastructure in facilitating cycling going forward.
We understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21.
Please also consider this email letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,

Michael
Michael M. Sax
Town of the Blue Mountains
OfficeTel: (416) 955-0300

E-mail:

This message may contain information that is privileged or confidential. If you received this
transmission in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete the message and any
attachments. You are requested to carry out your own virus check before opening any
attachment. Michael Sax accepts no liability for any loss or damage which may be caused by
software viruses.
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Please, please, please reconsider the width of paved shoulders planned for 2016 so that cycling can
be safe and continue to grow and bring spending to our community.
I understand that Grey County is planning on paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres for
Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road
91 to Grey Road 2. This width is insufficient and not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these
roads. Cycling is an activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are
travelling to and spending money in Grey County and surrounding areas.
I respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of paved shoulders
on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional consideration be
given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in facilitating cycling going
forward.
Please consider this email as support for deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on
January 21.
Thank you for your consideration.
Mary Taylor
Thornbury resident

48

Jeffrey M. Campbell
Town of Blue Mountains, Ontario
January 18, 2016
John Bell,
Chair,
Transportation & Public Safety
Committee Grey County
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON
N4K 3E3
Dear Mr. Bell,
We are long-time residents of Grey County and spend almost every weekend and at least four full
weeks in the area every year. We enjoy the outdoors and all the season-round activities that the
Grey County has to offer. It has come to our attention that Grey County is planning to complete
road construction projects on a number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved
shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to
Ravenna and Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These
roads represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey
Road 31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which attract
a large number of people to our area each year.
Safety to all cyclists sharing the road with a growing volume of traffic is paramount and should
be a major consideration in any road rejuvenation. We feel that paved shoulders with a width of
only 0.25 metres along these two roads is insufficient. Furthermore, Cycling is an activity that is
growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and spending money in
Grey County and surrounding areas. One of the prime reasons we chose to have our recreational
home here is the access to finely maintained and varied roads that we can cycle on for most of
three seasons in the year.
We respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed width of paved
shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that additional
consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical infrastructure in
facilitating safe cycling going forward.
We understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21.
Please also consider this letter as support for these deputations.
Thank you for your consideration,
Sincerely,

Lesley and Jeffrey Campbell
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William J. Cotnam
Chartered Professional Accountant
John Bell,
Chair, Transportation & Public Safety Committee, Grey County
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON N4K 3E3

William J. Cotnam
Clarksburg, ON

Dear Sir:
It has come to our attention that Grey County is planning to complete road construction
projects on a number of County Roads in 2016. We understand that paved shoulders with a
width of only 0.25 metres are being proposed for Grey Road 119 from Banks to Ravenna and
Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2. These roads
represent very popular and heavily utilized cycling routes in our area. Furthermore, Grey Road
31 is used for both the Centurion Cycling and Grey County Road Race events, which attract a
large number of people to our area each year.
We feel that paved shoulders with a width of only 0.25 metres along these two roads is
insufficient and not reflective of the volume of cyclists using these roads. Cycling is an
activity that is growing rapidly in Ontario and a large number of cyclists are travelling to and
spending money in Grey County and surrounding areas. We have been riding in the area for
the last 15 years and we feel the topography lends itself specifically to cycling making it
potentially one of the most attractive cycling areas in North America such that the potential to
attract tourists is quite significant.
Given the long-term implications of this decision to only provide 0.25 metre paved shoulders
on these roads, We respectfully request that the TAPS Committee reconsider the proposed
width of paved shoulders on these two particular roads slated for construction in 2016 and that
additional consideration be given to the importance of paved shoulders as critical
infrastructure in facilitating cycling going forward.
We understand there are deputations scheduled before the TAPS Committee on January 21.
Please also consider this letter as support for these deputations.
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Thank you for your consideration,
Yours truly

William J Cotnam
CC:
Tara Warder, Committee Coordinator (tara.warder@grey.ca );
Kim Wingrove, Chief Administrative Officer (kim.wingrove@grey.ca );
John McKean – Town of the Blue Mountains: john.mckean@grey.ca

(2)
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Committee Report
Report TR-TAPS-11-16
To:
From:
Meeting Date:
Subject:
Status:

Chair Bell and Members of the Transportation and Public Safety
Committee
M.J. Kelly, Director of Transportation Services
January 21, 2016
Grey Roads 31 and 119 Paved Shoulders
Recommendation adopted by Committee per Resolution TAPS21-16;
Endorsed by County Council February 2, 2016 per Resolution CC1916;

Recommendation(s)
WHEREAS resolution TAPS140-15 regarding Revised Report TR-TAPS 66-15
provided staff with direction regarding paved shoulders on the 2016 approved
road rehabilitation construction projects;
AND WHEREAS Council endorsed the recommendation to construct the following
two projects with 0.25 metre wide paved shoulders:
1.
2.

Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2;
Grey Road 119 from Ravenna to Banks;

AND WHEREAS a meeting was held with cycling community representatives on
January 7, 2016 that brought forward new information regarding these cycling
routes;
AND WHEREAS the cycling community representatives requested Grey County
increase the width of the paved shoulders for the Grey Roads 31 and 119 road
rehabilitation projects;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Report TR-TAPS-11-16 regarding the
paved shoulders on the 2016 Grey Roads 31 and 119 rehabilitation projects be
received;
AND THAT the Transportation and Public Safety Committee recommends that a
resolution be placed on the February 2, 2016 County Council agenda to
reconsider resolution TAPS140-15 regarding shoulder widening modification
projects on Grey Roads 119 and 31 as new information has been received;
TR-TAPS-11-16

52
1

January 21, 2016

AND THAT staff be directed undertake the development of detailed design and
cost estimates for increased width paved shoulder options for Grey Roads 119
and 31 for consideration by the Transportation and Public Safety Committee on
February 18, 2016.

Background
On October 22, 2015 the Transportation and Public Safety Committee considered
Revised Report TR-TAPS-66-15, 2016 Shoulder Widening Project Modifications. Due to
technical challenges that significantly impacted the costs of the projects on Grey Road
119 and 31 and staff’s assessment that alternate cycling routes were available, staff
recommended that these projects proceed without paved shoulders. The
Transportation and Public Safety Committee passed a resolution that was endorsed by
County Council on November 3, 2015, that included paving 0.25 metre shoulders on the
following two projects:
1.
2.

Grey Road 31 from 0.5 kilometres north of Simcoe Road 91 to Grey Road 2;
Grey Road 119 from Ravenna to Banks.

On January 7, 2016, a meeting was held with representatives from cycling clubs,
business, local municipalities, conservation authority and Grey County.
The presentation, as provided by a cyclist at the January 7, 2016 meeting, is attached.
The following rationale in support of increased paved shoulder width was provided at
the meeting:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Paved shoulders at least 1.2 metres is recommended in the Ontario Traffic
Manual 18;
Paved shoulders improves the safety of the road for both cyclist and motorist;
Paved shoulders enhance the cycling experience and as a result, will
promote tourism and economic development;
Paved shoulders will reduce maintenance costs
The alternate routes suggested in TR-TAPS 66-15 are not equitable
substitutes for Grey Roads 119 and 31.

Other items that were discussed at the meeting include the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Platform widening requirements;
Paved shoulder costs;
Traffic volumes;
Transportation Master Plan direction;
Development of a map of all roads in Grey County;
Status of paved shoulder policy;
Paved shoulders and safety for agricultural equipment and the Mennonite
community.

TR-TAPS-11-16
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Based on the new information provided, Grey County staff are recommending the
development of detailed design and cost estimates for options to increase the width of
the paved shoulders on Grey Roads 119 and 31 beyond the .25 metres previously
approved.

Financial / Staffing / Legal / Information Technology
Considerations
In accordance with the County’s Procedural By-Law, notice for reconsideration is
required to be given at a meeting of County Council for consideration at the following
Council meeting. A resolution to reconsider also requires the reasons for the
reconsideration and must be agreed upon by a two-thirds majority vote of Council.
Should the recommendation for reconsideration be supported, a report will be brought
forward to the February 18, 2016 Transportation and Public Safety Committee, outlining
options and costs for increased shoulder paving on Grey Roads 119 and 31.

Link to Strategic Goals / Priorities
The County of Grey Corporate Strategic Plan lists Fiscal Responsibility; to use
resources wisely and invest responsibly in the future is one of the five core values of the
Corporation of the County of Grey.

Attachments
TR-TAPS-66-15 2016 Shoulder Widening Project Modifications
Road Cycling Presentation January 7, 2016 prepared by Bill Abbotts (screenshots
included in the following pages)
Every effort has been made to ensure this document is accessible in accordance with
the Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2001 (ODA) and the Accessibility for Ontarians with
Disabilities Act, 2005 (AODA). To request this information in an alternate format, please
contact Rob Hatten at Robert.Hatten@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext. 1235.
Respectfully submitted by,
M.J. Kelly
Director of Transportation Services
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