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Recommendation
1. That Report PDR-CCTF-24-22 regarding Clean Air Council Membership be
received and that Grey County become a member of the Clean Air Council, with
membership fees for 2022 being paid through the existing budget.

Executive Summary
Collaboration and coordination are essential elements of the successful implementation of Grey
County’s recently adopted Going Green in Grey Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP).
Membership in the Clean Air Council (CAC) will provide Grey County staff, and the staff of our
local municipalities, access to a platform to share information, build connections and work
towards reducing energy use and emissions. Grey County has joined over 500 Canadian
municipalities in declaring a climate emergency and has the opportunity to learn from and with
other jurisdictions on how best to implement our CCAP. This report outlines the rationale and
benefits to joining the Clean Air Council and recommends Grey County become a member.

Background
Grey County recently adopted a net-zero by 2050 greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction
target community-wide, and the Going Green in Grey Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP) will
help the County and its partners reduce local GHG pollution and begin adapting to our changing
climate. The CCAP establishes community targets of 30% reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030, relative to 2018 levels and Net-Zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050,
relative to 2018 levels. The County’s corporate targets are accelerated in an effort to lead by
example seeking 40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, relative to 2018 levels
and Net-Zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045, relative to 2018 levels. The CCAP also lays
out a series of interim GHG pollution reduction milestones every 5 years.
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The CCAP was prepared following the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Partners
for Climate Protection (PCP) five-milestone framework. The PCP framework focuses on
quantifying and analyzing local GHG pollution and identifying actions to reduce it, resulting in a
climate change mitigation plan. The CCAP identifies the need to develop an adaptation plan to
help the County, member municipalities, and our community respond to our changing climate as
a key next step. In implementing the CCAP Grey County can benefit and avoid duplication by
networking with other municipalities and counties committed to ambitious climate action.

Clean Air Council Membership
The CAC is Canada's largest peer-to-peer municipal climate action network and is comprised of
over 30 municipalities and Public Health Units (PHU) working collaboratively on clean air and
climate change actions.

CAC member jurisdictions represent 10 million people, and have completed over 1000
climate action initiatives, reducing 19 million tons of GHGs. In 2020 over 1,000
municipal staff participated in 35 CAC workshops and webinars focused on priority
areas that align with Grey County’s CCAP including:




Low carbon buildings - both at the corporate and community scale
Low carbon transportation - active transportation, electric vehicles, municipal fleet
greening
Climate action and equity - applying an equity lens to climate action



Climate lens - creating a climate lens for municipal decision-making

As a member, Grey County and local municipalities will have access to the CAC resource library
of over 170 briefing notes, case studies, webinar recordings, and presentations on climate
action issues. The resources available through the CAC will assist with carrying out the Going
Green in Grey priority actions including; creating a green development standard, establishing a
home energy retrofit program, electric vehicle infrastructure roll-out, community engagement,
and adaptation planning, to name just a few.
CAC members include both local municipalities and upper-tier municipalities, creating a
valuable network for learning and collaboration for staff at both levels. CAC membership
includes a growing number of rural jurisdictions and CAC is expanding their offerings related to
nature-based solutions and climate action in the agricultural sector.
With every four-year municipal term, the CAC identifies declaration actions that member
municipalities will advance. Municipalities report back on progress on these declaration actions
on a four-year cycle. The 2019-2023 Declaration Report illustrates the collective progress: The
declarations broadly align with the targets and actions of Going Green in Grey, and Grey would
first report in 2027 which aligns with our planned reporting and update cycle for the CCAP.
The CCAP identifies the need for some issues to be managed by other levels of government.
The CAC provides opportunities to collaborate with CAC members on joint submissions to
provincial and federal governments on proposed policy changes related to energy and the
environment. This reduces burden on County and Municipal staff to provide comment on
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climate/environmental proposals and adds Grey County’s support to climate relevant policy
consultations.

Legal and Legislated Requirements
There are no legal or legislated requirements related to this report.

Financial and Resource Implications
Adopting this report would result in the payment of a prorated 2022 annual membership due to
Clean Air Council from the existing 2022 approved budget, and a go forward annual payment of
$1,814 to be included for consideration as part of the annual budget process. Grey County can
terminate our membership at any time without penalty.

Relevant Consultation
☒ Internal: CAO
☐ External:

Appendices and Attachments
Attachment A: Clean Air Council Membership Package
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