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 Committee Report 

To: Warden Milne and Members of Grey County Council 

Committee Date: June 8, 2023 

Subject / Report No: Agreement to Grant an Easement for a Gas Line on the CP Rail 

Trail / PDR-CW-23-23 

Title: Gas Line Agreement on the CP Rail Trail  

Prepared by: Natalie Mechalko 

Reviewed by: Scott Taylor and Michael Letourneau 

Lower Tier(s) Affected: Municipality of Grey Highlands 

Status: Recommendation adopted by Committee as presented per 

Resolution CW83-23; Endorsed by County Council July 22, 2023, 

per Resolution CC42-23. 

Recommendation 

1. That report PDR-CW-23-23, regarding granting an easement to Enbridge Gas Inc. 

over portions of the Countyôs CP Rail Trail to be utilized for a gas distribution line 

to support the new Markdale Hospital as well as other development in Markdale, 

be received; and 

2. That the County grant an easement for a gas distribution line to Enbridge Gas Inc. 

over part of Lots 101 and 102, Concession 1 Southwest of the Toronto and 

Sydenham Road, geographic township of Glenelg depicted as Part 11 on the draft 

reference plan of survey attached to Report PDR-CW-23-23 and in accordance 

with the terms of the draft agreement attached to Report PDR-CW-23-23; and 

 

3. That staff be authorized to finalize the terms of the easement agreement in 

accordance with report PDR-CW-23-23, subject to the approval of the Deputy CAO 

and the Director of Legal Services ï County Solicitor; and 

4. That a by-law to authorize the grant of the easement be prepared for consideration 

by County Council; and  

5. That staff be authorized to proceed prior to County Council approval as per 

Section 26.6(b) of Procedural By-law 5134-22.  

Executive Summary 
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The County has received a request from Enbridge Gas Inc. to permit a gas distribution line on 

the CP Rail Trail in Markdale to support the new Markdale Hospital and new development 

opposite the hospital.  

The subject lands for the easement are located along the CP Trail, running southeast from Grey 

Road 12 (Main Street) for approximately 600 metres. The distribution line will then leave the trail 

and run across Grey Bruce Health Services (GBHS) land before crossing Toronto Street (Hwy. 

10). 

Staff have negotiated an easement agreement with Enbridge that is acceptable to Enbridge and 

which staff are recommending for approval.   

Background and Discussion 

County staff received a request from Enbridge Gas Inc. to install a subsurface gas distribution 

line on the Countyôs CP Rail lands to support the new Markdale Hospital, as well as future 

growth in Markdale across Highway 10. There will be no above-ground infrastructure installed 

on County lands.  

The subject lands are in the southwest portion of Markdale, south of Grey Road 12, and are 

legally described as: 

Part Lots 101 and 102, Concession 1 SWTSR, geographic Township of Glenelg, now in 

the Municipality of Grey Highlands, County of Grey.   

The surrounding lands include a mixture of residential and industrial lands. Map 1 below shows 

the subject lands and surrounding area, while Map 2 shows the proposed gas line route. 

The proposed gas line will run along the trail right of way, off the travelled portion of the trail, 

from Grey Road 12 (Main Street) to lands now owned by GBHS, where the new Markdale 

hospital is under construction. The Countyôs CP Rail lands adjacent to the Grey Road 12 end of 

the easement lands were formerly used by Chapmanôs employees for parking, and are currently 

used for parking for trail users.  
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Map 1: Airphoto of the Subject Property and Surrounding Lands 
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Map 2: Proposed Gas Line
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As conditions of the easement, Enbridge will be required to install the line no less than one 

metre below the surface, and it shall be responsible for restoring the land to a level state after 

the line is installed. Enbridge will be responsible for maintaining the line over its life and will bear 

the legal liability related to it. In the event that a situation arises rendering the trail right-of-way 

unsafe for public use due to problems arising from the line-related work at the surface level 

(e.g., grading, debris), the County retains the right to correct the matter at Enbridgeôs expense; 

Enbridge alone is responsible for issues relating to the line itself.  

The Planning Department has worked closely with staff from the Grey Sauble Conservation 

Authority (GSCA), who are contracted to maintain the Countyôs trails.  Advice has also been 

sought from Transportation Services and Municipal staff who have technical knowledge on 

infrastructure installations in this regard.  

The County has maintained the CP Rail Trail, both as a multi-use trail, but also as an 

infrastructure corridor throughout the County. Other agreements are in place that permit sewers, 

transmission lines, and broadband fibre crossing or running along the trail. Allowing for this gas 

line along the trail would be consistent with the Countyôs objectives for the trail in this regard. 

The gas line would not appear to have any negative impact on the trail, as the easement only 

limits County activities above the gas line that might impact the line itself, such as building 

structures, planting trees, and drilling wells. Through the siting of this gas line, the Countyôs 

lands currently used for parking are also being protected, either for continuation of parking, or 

for future development purposes. 

Legal and Legislated Requirements 

As noted above. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There are no anticipated financial or staffing considerations associated with the proposed 

agreement.  

Enbridge will be required to pay full market value for the easement rights, as determined by an 

appraiser selected by the County and at Enbridgeôs cost. Enbridge is responsible for all land 

survey costs required for registration of the easement on title to the subject lands and for its 

legal costs related to registration. 

Relevant Consultation 

Ἠ Internal: Director of Legal Services, Clerks Department, Transportation Services, Planning, 

and Grey Sauble Conservation Authority contract staff  

Ἠ External: Municipality of Grey Highlands 

Appendices and Attachments  

Attachment 1 - Pipeline Easement ï Enbridge Gas 

Attachment 2 - Draft Reference Plan 

https://docs.grey.ca/share/public?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/a6430e34-8a00-44d8-baff-328825f4401b
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Attachment 1 - Pipeline Easement ï Enbridge Gas
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