Operations Department
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Prepared by:

A.

December 17, 2021
Arthur St Municipal Parking Lot
Shawn Carey, Director of Operations, Town of the Blue Mountains
and Mike Humphries, Senior Infrastructure Capital Project
Coordinator, Town of the Blue Mountains

Recommendations

That this report be received by the Joint Accessibility Advisory Committee and that the attached
presentation and compliance report for the proposed Arthur St Parking Municipal Parking Lot
be reviewed for accessibility.

B.

Overview

The purpose of this report is to provide information to the Joint Accessibility Advisory
Committee regarding the Arthur St Municipal Parking Lot and to obtain feedback prior to
finalizing the design.

C.

Background

In 2020 the Town purchased the property at 15/17 Arthur Street West. The property is located
next to the TD Bank parking lot in the downtown area of Thornbury. A map showing the
location of the proposed parking lot is included as Figure 1.
The property is approximately 2600 square metres and is covered in mostly grass with a few
existing trees and remnants of old driveways and foundations. There was an existing residential
home located on the northeast quadrant of the property which was recently demolished by the
Town and backfilled with gravel.
The Town of The Blue Mountains has engaged WT Infrastructure to provide engineering
services for the design and construction administration of this Municipal Parking Lot. The design
is currently nearing 90% complete. The attached presentation is authored by WT Infrastructure
and was used previously by the Town when consulting area residents and the Thornbury BIA.
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Figure 1: Proposed Municipal Parking Area Thornbury

D.

Analysis

The Town engaged WT infrastructure to complete the design and construction administration
of the parking lot. This design incorporates the Town’s Zoning By-law requirements and the
requirements of the “Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act”. The design provides for
49 standard parking spaces and 3 barrier free parking spaces including one Type A and two
Type B spaces with two 1.5 m delineated access aisles. The attached “Accessibility Components
and Compliance” letter report explains accessibility considerations incorporated by the Town’s
designer.
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E.

Attached
1. WT Detailed Design Presentation
2. Accessibility Components and Compliance Letter Report

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Humphries, Senior Infrastructure Capital Project Coordinator
Town of the Blue Mountains
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Arthur St. Municipal Parking Lot
Detailed Design Presentation
December 1, 2021

PRESENTATION OUTLINE
Background
Consultation Outcomes
Design Components
Innovative Approaches
Schedule
Next Steps
Questions

BACKGROUND
 Property Purchased by Town in

2020.
 Proposal for small hard

surfaced parking lot


Stormwater Management



Lighting



Allowance for EV charging



Bicycle Parking



Paid Parking Options

CONSULTATION OUTCOMES
Adjacent Landowners
• Fencing
• Solid wooden fencing to be
extended.
• Noise/Pollution Buffer
• Black Spruce trees in areas
where viable.
• Lighting
• Lighting to be Dark Sky
compliant.
• Snow Storage
• Clearly defined area to
southeast corner.

BIA
• Exit to Louisa/Laneway Access from Louisa
• Landscaping to discourage traversing through rearyard.
• Motorcycle Parking
• No specific motorcycle parking provided.
• Left Turn Access
• Will coordinate for signage, but no works on Arthur
are proposed.
• Access to TD Property
• Walkway to promote pedestrian flow.
• Winter Colour
• Mixture of plantings to provide some seasonality.
• Washrooms
• No washrooms being provided.

FUNCTIONAL DESIGN
 Unsignalized Entrance off Arthur Street
 Forty-nine (49) Standard Parking

Spaces

 Three (3) Barrier Free Parking Spaces
 Concrete Bicycle and Pedestrian Plaza
 Enclosed and Open Bicycle Lockers
 Native Landscaping/Xeriscaping

DRAINAGE DESIGN
 Controlling run-off from site to match

current discharge quantity.

 Underground storage tanks to minimize

peak flow off-site.

 Oil/Sediment Interceptor to remove

any contaminants before entering
municipal storm sewer.

 Drainage patterns to minimize flow

across driven areas during snow melt.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
 Trees (32)
 Serviceberry
 Spruce
 Shrubs (119)
 Honeysuckle
 Juniper
 Grasses and Perennials (290)
 Feather Reed Grass
 Catmint
 Black-eyed Susan

Drought resistant once established
and low maintenance.

PROPOSED
LANDSCAPING
MATERIALS

RENDERING OF PROPOSED ARTHUR STREET PARKING LOT

INNOVATIVE FEATURES
 Paid Bicycle Lockers
 Downloadable App
 Credit Card Payment
 Town sets cost
 Currently in place in
 Essex County
 London

 Kawartha Lakes

OTHER ISSUES
 Parking Payment Strategy – Similar to remainder of Town
 Approvals Status – MECP Approvals are in progress

 Options still being considered:
 Change grassed area for snow storage to alternative naturalized area to

maximize infiltration.
 Additional trees where current shed is located to increase buffer and

reduce foot traffic.

SCHEDULE
Design Finalization – Fall 2021
Stormwater Management Approval Period – November – March 2022
Tender Issue – Winter 2021/2022
Construction Start (Subject to Budget Approval) – May 2022
Construction Completion – June 2022

REVIEW AND ADDRESS
PUBLIC COMMENTS

FINALIZE DESIGN

COMPETITIVE
CONSTRUCTION TENDER
PROCESS

NEXT STEPS

AWARD CONSTRUCTION TENDER
(SUBJECT TO BUDGET APPROVAL)

COMMENCE
CONSTRUCTION

Thank you for your time.
Questions?
For additional project information and updates go to:
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/arthur-street-westparking-lot.cfm?is=2

Jamie Witherspoon, P.Eng. – President
WT Infrastructure Solutions Inc.
jamie.witherspoon@wtinfrastructure.ca

November 30, 2021
Town of The Blue Mountains
Operations Department, 2nd Floor
32 Mill Street, P.O. Box 310
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0

Project:

Arthur Street West Parking Lot
Project No. 21-2016 / 2021-09-P-OPS

Subject:

Accessibility Components and Compliance

Dear Mike.
Further to your request, please accept the following information regarding the design of the
parking areas and accessibility of the site relative to AODA. The design drawings (draft) are
attached for reference.
1. Accessible Parking Spaces and Location
a. In accordance with the Town zoning requirements, 4% of the parking spaces must
be barrier free. At this site 4% of the 52 spaces is 2.08, rounded up to 3 spaces.
This exceeds the minimum requirements.
b. Zoning requires that they be divided equally between Type A (3.4 m wide x 5.8 m
long) and Type B (2.4 m wide x 5.8 m long). The design provides for one Type A
and two Type B spaces with two 1.5 m delineated access aisles.
c. Parking Spaces are located at the northeast corner of the parking lot closest to
the Arthur St. entrance and sidewalk for access.
2. Grading and Pedestrian Areas
a. Two drop curbs and ramps are
provided between accessible
parking spaces complete with
tactile plates for the visually
impaired at a maximum slope
of 10:1.
b. The pedestrian area consists
of a 5.3 m wide concrete plaza
for mixed use including bicycle
parking
and
pedestrian
walkway. This will provide
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more than the minimum 920mm required accessibility and will allow for an
improved experience.
c. All transitions between pavements (i.e., parking lot pedestrian walkway and
sidewalk) will be kept level to minimize changes in level.
d. All obstructions (garbage cans, bicycle storage, picnic tables) will be located to
allow for 1.5 m free space on all sides for accessibility and will be placed outside
of desire paths where possible.
e. Grading throughout the parking lot and pedestrian areas is less than 5% in all
locations (except for previously indicated ramps).
3. Signage
a. Signage will be provided both in terms of a vertical post mounted sign for
accessible parking and pavement markings in accordance with Provincial and
Town Standards.
4. Lighting
a. The design of the lighting is not complete; however, the preliminary design
includes a lamp in the middle of the three accessible spaces to maximize
illumination in the parking area for safety and security.
In general terms, the design intent for the parking lot was to meet or exceed the requirements
for accessibility in accordance with AODA.
We trust this meets with your approval. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free
to contact the undersigned.
Regards,
WT INFRASTRUCTURE SOLUTIONS INC.

Jamie Witherspoon, P.Eng., LEED AP, ENV SP
President

