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 Committee Report 

To: Warden Milne and Members of Grey County Council 

Committee Date: March 9, 2023 

Subject / Report No: CCR-CW-07-23 

Title: Closed Meetings Policy Update 

Prepared by: Sarah Goldrup, Deputy Clerk 

Reviewed by: Tara Warder, Clerk  

Lower Tier(s) Affected:  

Status: Recommendation adopted by Committee as presented per 

Resolution CW43-23; Endorsed by County Council March 23, 

2023, per Resolution CC24-23. 

Recommendation 
1. That the Council of the County of Grey repeals Policy 3-18 and replaces it with 

Policy 3-25 regarding Closed Meetings as presented in report CCR-CW-07-23.  

Executive Summary 

Grey County Council adopted the County's current Closed Meetings Procedure on November 

22, 2016. The County's practice is to review and update policy documents roughly every five 

years. As such, this report and updated policy have been prepared in consideration of the 

County's current styles and processes, sector best practices, and relevant legislation.  

Background and Discussion 

The Municipal Act, 2001, (the Act) requires that municipalities hold open meetings where the 

public may observe municipal government in progress. The Act provides for limited exceptions 

where a municipality may enter into a closed session to consider matters should an open 

meeting not respect an individual's privacy or serve the public interest or the interests of the 

municipality.  

The proposed policy attached to this report outlines the circumstances and processes for closed 

meetings in accordance with the Act, Grey County's Procedural By-law, applicable County 

policies, the County's duty to uphold the public's trust in government, and established principles 

of accountability, transparency, and consistency in governance. The attached policy applies to 

the meetings of Grey County Council, its committees, task forces, or boards, and the 

administrative functions of County staff in support of those meetings. 
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The proposed policy does not suggest significant changes to Grey Countyôs previously 

established processes but instead seeks to codify current County practices and align with 

current policy styles. The Closed Meetings Policy attached to this report aligns with relevant 

legislation and recognizes sector best practices established by the Ombudsman and the 

Countyôs Closed Meeting Investigator. The County policy regarding Closed Meeting 

Investigations will be updated through a future report to Council.     

Legal and Legislated Requirements 

Section 239 of the Municipal Act, 2001 sets out a general requirement that all meetings of a 

municipal council or its committees be open to the public. Exceptions to that general 

requirement allow for several types of subject matter which may be considered in a meeting 

closed to the public (subsection 239(2)) and to others which must be considered in a meeting 

closed to the public (subsection 239(3)).  

A similar mandatory closed meeting requirement for municipal councils is provided in section 

2(7) of the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There are no financial or resource implications associated with this report.  

Relevant Consultation 
ἦ Internal 

ἦ External  

Appendices and Attachments 

1. Previous Closed Meetings Policy 3-18  

2. Proposed Closed Meetings Policy 3-25  

  

https://docs.grey.ca/share/public?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/b348685e-314f-470e-91c5-9310a17bb38b
https://docs.grey.ca/share/public?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/82fcb093-3bd2-4214-b716-ca3ace8b76d4
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