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Recommendation
1. That report HDR-CW-12-18 pertaining to Grey County Housing and Homelessness
10 Year Plan annual report be received.

Executive Summary
Each year an annual report on Grey County’s 10 Year Housing and Homelessness Plan is
provided to the province, council and the public. This report details the progress and work
towards the four identified strategic areas: sustain and create affordable housing, homelessness
prevention, transitional housing, service coordination and collaboration.

Background and Discussion
The Grey County 10 Year Housing and Homelessness Plan outlines the vision and direction
that forms a 10 year strategy to improve the housing and homelessness system in Grey County.
The plan is based on four strategic areas identified during public consultations:





Sustain and create affordable housing
Homelessness prevention
Transitional housing
Service coordination and collaboration

The plan builds on past successes, enhances current programs, and promotes and strengthens
community networks. The plan describes how this will be achieved through a list of
recommendations aimed at creating positive outcomes.
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Each year an evaluation of the implementation of the plan is reported on. The following is an
evaluation of 2017, the fourth year of the 10 Year Housing and Homelessness Plan for Grey
County. Highlights from the year include:

Sustain and Create Affordable Housing
Grey County has 888 units of rent geared to income housing. Building condition assessments
and a 10 year capital plan assist staff in identifying and prioritizing capital repairs and
renovations. The County also applied and received funds for the Social Housing Improvement
Program for non-profit housing providers and Grey County Housing Units. Capital projects such
as windows, roofs and doors were completed through this program.
The last phase of the Alpha Street regeneration was completed. The County has free Wi-Fi and
computers available at the resource centre.
All tenants of Grey County housing can access the connected for success program through
Rogers that offers low cost Wi-Fi.
Owen Sound Housing Company is creating 28 new rental units in Owen Sound. 22 of the units
are at affordable rents and 6 are market rent units.
Family housing in Owen Sound has been identified for a regeneration plan. As tenants move out
houses will be sold and new rental housing will be built.
Homeownership Program provides a 5% down payment program towards homeownership. In
2017 the program assisted 22 households purchase a home with a total of $198,950 in funding.

Homelessness Prevention and Transitional Housing
Grey County entered into a pilot project with Hope Grey Bruce to provide outreach services to
tenants of Grey County Housing to maintain and enhance their housing.
Sustainable Housing Benefit provides funding to residents of Grey County to assist in
maintaining or finding affordable housing. In 2017 $457,248 was provided to residents of Grey
County on items such as last month’s rent, utility arrears and rental arrears.
Ontario Renovates program allows residents to stay in their homes by providing a forgivable
loan for repairs and renovations. In 2017 $212,789 in funding was used for items such as roofs,
windows and doors and heating systems.
Community Enhancement Fund provides small grants to community programs to provide
resources for people at risk of homelessness. In 2017 funds were provided to community
partners to provide meals, transportation and other items and supports.
Grey County supports on average 70 residents a month with transitional housing thought the
Housing with Related Supports Program.
Y Emergency Housing Program provides services and supports to residents of Grey County in
immediate need or a risk of losing their housing.

Service Coordination and Community Partners
The County continues to partner with agencies to provide services and resources for tenants
and residents.
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CP@clinic is a drop in community based health promotion program within the Grey County
Housing buildings. The clinic focuses on the prevention of cardiovascular disease, diabetes and
falls and provides assessments and health education. The clinic links participants to community
resources and reports results to the participant’s family physician.
The Good Food Box program makes purchasing vegetables and fruits easy and affordable.
The box contains 10-15 different types of fresh fruits and vegetables to your door and is
available September to June each year.
VON in House Service Program provides homemaking, personal support, meal preparation
and or attendant services to elderly individuals who sometimes need help to continue to live
independently.
Family Resources Centres are available in Owen Sound and Meaford family housing. The
centres provide resources and programs according to tenant needs and improve community
development on the two sites.
Community Relations Workers are available to all Grey County tenants and Non-Profit
Housing Providers. Community Relations Works link tenants to support services based on
needs identified by the tenant. Currently over 20 community agencies partner with Grey County
Housing.

Next Steps
Proceed with transportation project to determine most effective ways to link Grey County
communities.
Work with CMHC to develop partnerships to build affordable housing through the co-investment
fund.
Continue to promote the development of affordable housing and supports.
Westmount regeneration plan.
Work with community partners to improve on existing emergency housing system.
Grey County will begin consultation sessions in the fall to gather community input as to the next
five years of the plan. Consultation will continue into the spring with a report of an updated 10
year housing and homelessness plan in spring 2019.

Legal and Legislated Requirements
Annual public report required

Financial and Resource Implications
Program funding is from the Community Homelessness Prevention Program and the Investment
in Affordable Housing Program.

Relevant Consultation
☐ Internal:
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☐ External:

Appendices and Attachments
Housing and Homelessness 2017 Report
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