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Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound Submission to Ontario on Payday Loan Companies
19 May 2016
Payday Loan Cost of Borrowing Review
Consumer Policy and Liaison Branch
Ministry of Government and Consumer Services
5th Floor, 777 Bay Street, Toronto ON, M7A 2J3
The New Democratic Party Riding Association for Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound wishes to
respond to the Ontario government’s consultation paper on lowering the interest rate
charged by Payday loan companies. We believe that, on the evidence, this will not have the
desired effect of reducing either poverty or the indebtedness of people to these predatory
lenders. There are better ways of doing both: raise the minimum wage in Ontario to a
living wage and mandate certain corporations to offer short term loans at rates that people
can afford to pay back.
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound has been especially hard hit by the economic downturn since the
Great Recession of 2008. Manufacturing jobs have all but left the area and the economy
has sunk into a malaise of precarious service jobs. We estimate that the portion of area
residents in precarious jobs to be more than that of many city cores – at 50% – and much
higher in areas of the region that rely on tourism, such as the whole of the Bruce Peninsula.
Regional rates of substance abuse, admissions to emergency rooms for injuries, and
obesity are all above the Provincial norms. These are indicators of a population under
stress, as studies in the US are pointing out.
A January 2015 study on precarious work by the local citizens’ group Peace and Justice
Grey Bruce demonstrates that precarious work in this area not only leads to poor health
outcomes (and therefore higher costs to governments), but contributes mightily to social
and economic isolation. It quotes work done by the Grey Bruce Health Unit on the social
causes of poor health and the United Way of Bruce Grey’s calculation of a living wage for
this area: now more than $15/hr for both Owen Sound and surrounds.
The Report also makes an economic case for paying a living wage, for there is a huge
economic cost to keeping the current minimum wage.
If people don’t have enough money to live on, they cannot shop in local stores – the gaptoothed appearance of many of our main streets is testament to that. If people don’t have
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enough for decent shelter, the tax base of municipalities erodes – housing starts in BruceGrey-Owen Sound are dismal. If companies shun an economically depressed area, they
will not provide jobs for our citizens. People are forced to cobble two or three badly paying
jobs together in order to live, and the spiral of working poverty continues, a situation
Payday loan companies only help to perpetuate in a very vicious circle.
And yet, the precarious worker is exactly the kind of client Payday loan companies target.
If someone must borrow $300 dollars to get to the end of the month at the rate these
companies charge, they may well be paying close to $3000 by year’s end. Then it becomes
a case of lending even more money on the pretense that the person will ever be able to pay
it back.
On the other hand, if everyone in Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound earned a living wage, over $20
million would be returned to the local economy.
Payday loan companies do not serve a need; they create a need that they then feed off.
Unfortunately, regulation of any kind – even to reduce their usurious rates to something
less onerous – has the perverse effect of giving such a practice the colour of right. It also
has the effect of delaying serious change – the kind of change that’s needed if we ever
hope to close the growing gap of inequality and return some measure of fair pay for a fair
day’s work.
For these reasons – improving health outcomes, enhancing participation in the social and
economic life of our communities, reducing the cost to governments of poverty, and
returning dignity to working people, we recommend:
1. That the Ontario government abandon its minimum wage for a living wage; and
2. Authorize certain institutions to offer temporary loans of fixed periods at a
reasonable rate of return (certainly under 10%).
Sincerely,

David McLaren
For Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound NDP
(david.mclaren@utoronto.ca)
cc.
Jill Umbach, Planning Network Coordinator, Grey Bruce Poverty Task Force
Dr Hazel Lynn, Medical Officer of Health, Grey Bruce Health Unit
Jagmeet Singh, Ontario New Democratic Party
Shane Gallagher, Senior Policy Advisor, Consumer Policy and Liaison Branch, Ministry of
Government and Consumer Service
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16 out of 21 Food Banks completed the survey
The Salvation Army in Hanover and the Dundalk and District Food Bank were both started in 1980
and are the oldest running Food Banks in the region

Household Visits - Top 10 Food Banks
650

600
Salvation Army Owen Sound

775

3739

811

Dundalk and District Christmas Cheer Food
Bank
The Salvation Army Hanover
Walkerton & District Food Bank

1000
Kincardine Ministerial Food Bank
Living Hope Food Basket

1130

1800

Golden Town Outreach
Durham and District Food Bank

1160

1600

16% of the population of Bruce and Grey Counties have accessed a food bank
14 Food Banks collected data on the number of people and families that visited their food bank.
Almost 26 000 families and individuals visited a food bank in 2015

92% increase from 2013

2014 Grey Bruce Hunger Report noted 13 500 people accessing food banks (10 food banks reporting)

How often can people access the food bank?
One food bank allows people to access food as many times as they need per month, two food
banks allow people to access food twice a month and the other 13 food banks allow people to
come once a month.
Can people chose their own food?
Can people chose their own food? 50% - no, 50% yes with some extenuating circumstances such as
food allergies, what is available, if there is fresh food available
How much food has been given out?
Seven food banks track the amount of food that is given out—over 100 000 kg of food was given
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What is available?


Fresh fruit and vegetables: 7 food banks

2-bedroom*



Frozen fruit and vegetables: 9 food banks

Avg market rent:



Fresh milk or milk substitutes: 12 food banks



Fresh eggs: 11 food banks



Fresh or frozen meats: 13 food banks



Canned and dry foods: 16 food banks



Frozen processed meals: 7 food banks



Infant food and formula: 14 food banks



Pet food: 9 food banks



Household cleaning supplies: 10 food banks



Personal hygiene: 15 food banks

$847
To afford the apartment,
a household must earn
at least:

$34 440
Per year
Or

The Salvation Army food banks in Hanover and Wiarton provide
cooking programs as part of the food bank program
Meaford is the only food bank with a dedicated community garden

$16.56
Per hour, 40 hr work
week

Min Wage

ODSP housing

OW housing

earnings

allowance

allowance

$23 400/year

$479 single

$376 single

11.25/hour

$753 couple

$602 couple

Max rent: $579

$816 couple + 1 child

$655 couple + 1 child

Provincial data from The Ontario Association of Food Banks


The average food bank client spends 70% of their income on rent, leaving very little for all other
necessities


1 in 3 jobs in Ontario is temporary, contract, or part-time. An individual working full time, at
14
minimum-wage will have an annual income of approximately
$21,000, falling well below Ontario's

21 Food Banks

Food Bank

Data provider

----------------------------------------------------------380 9th Street East Owen Sound ON N4K 1P1
519 376 1560 | 800 794 1728
manager@unitedwaybg.com

www.unitedwayofbrucegrey.com
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Nutritious Food Basket Survey 2015
The Cost of Eating Well in Grey and Bruce Counties
The Nutritious Food Basket
The Nutritious Food Basket is a costing tool that measures the cost of basic healthy eating
using the current nutrition recommendations from Eating Well with Canada’s Food Guide and
average food purchasing patterns from the Canadian Community Health Survey 2.2.
Food costing monitors both affordability and accessibility of foods by relating the cost of the food
basket to individual or family incomes.

Inadequate Income is a Significant Barrier to Healthy Eating
Food is a basic human need and is required for health. The cost of food can be a barrier to
health for many people on a limited income. The Nutritious Food Basket annual report is a
powerful policy and advocacy tool which can be used to raise awareness about the cost of
healthy eating to assess the adequacy of social assistance rates or minimum wage incomes.
The 2015 Nutritious Food Basket survey found that it costs $199.55 per week ($864.05 per
month) to feed a reference family of four (two parents, two children) in Grey and Bruce
Counties.
You can estimate the cost of a Nutritious Food Basket for up to 22 age and gender groups by
using the table on page 2.
“Food insecurity is the inability to acquire or consume an
adequate diet”.1 Food insecurity affects a person’s physical
and mental well-being and their ability to learn.
“Community Food Security exists when all citizens access a
safe, personally acceptable, nutritious diet through a
sustainable food system that maximizes healthy choices,
community self-reliance, and equal access for everyone.”2

1 Lynn McIntyre, Food Insecurity. In Social Determinants of Health.
Canadian Perspectives. Editor D. Raphael. Canadian Scholars’ Press
Inc. 2004

|

2 Dietitians of Canada. (2007) Community Food Security Position of
Dietitians of Canada

1
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How to calculate your family’s food cost
The Weekly Cost of Eating Well in
Grey-Bruce
Age/Gender

Cost per week

Children
B 2-3y

$ 25.70

G 2-3y

$ 25.23

B 4-8y

$ 33.16

G 4-8y

$ 32.21

Males

To estimate the weekly cost of a nutritious food basket for
your household, follow these steps. An example is provided:
Example
Male (31-50y)
$55.90
Female (31-50y)
$47.33
Boy (14-18y)
$64.11
Girl (4-8y)
$32.21
Subtotal
$199.55
Adjustment Factor
x 1.00
Total
$199.55 per week
(not required for 4 people)
Monthly total
$864.05 per month
(weekly total x 4.33)

Age Group
9-13 y

$ 44.34

14-18y

$ 64.11

19-30y

$ 62.09

31-50y

$ 55.90

51-70y

$ 53.93

Over 70y

$ 53.43

Females
Age Group
9-13y

$ 37.78

14-18y

$ 45.51

19-30y

$ 47.91

31-50y

$ 47.33

51-70y

$ 41.41

Over 70y

$ 40.63

Step 1: Write down the age and gender of each person
you are feeding.
Step 2: Using the chart (to the left), write down the
weekly food cost for each person.
Step 3: Add the weekly food cost together - This is your
subtotal.
Step 4: It costs a little more (per person) to feed a small
group and a little less to feed a large group. Use the
following adjustments for group size:
1 person:
multiply by 1.20
2 people:
multiply by 1.10
3 people:
multiply by 1.05
4 people:
make no change
5-6 people:
multiply by 0.95
7+ people:
multiply by 0.90
Step 5: To calculate your monthly estimate, multiply the
weekly total by 4.33.

Gender

Pregnancy
<18y

$ 51.13

19-30y

$ 51.75

31-50y

$ 50.53

($757.00)

Your Household
Age

Cost

2

<18y

$ 53.04

19-30y

$ 55.33

31-50y

$ 54.11

Nutritious Food Basket Survey 2015

Subtotal
Adjustment X __________ =
Total $
X 4.33 $
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Lactation

per week
per month

West Grey Chamber of Commerce
Box 671, Durham, ON N0G 1R0
westgreychamber.ca
westgreychamber@gmail.com
519-369-5750
May, 2016
Open letter to Grey County Council,
The West Grey Chamber of Commerce would like to register our strong opposition to
closing Rockwood Terrace and moving the residents elsewhere.
We know the county is currently considering its options on the fate of our long-term care
facilities, and would like to point out the following:
•

Closing Rockwood Terrace would take 145 employees and 100 residents out of
Durham. Add their respective families and the numbers are much higher. The
facility generates a great deal of business for our stores and services. The town
has a population of just 2,500, and these losses would be a major blow to the
local economy.

•

After the nearly crippling closure of the Interforest factory, Durham is beginning to
grow and prosper again. New businesses are starting up and the vitality of the
community is on the upswing. We need to continue the gains rather than
reversing them by shuttering an important employer and service.

•

There is a long waiting list for people looking to get into Rockwood Terrace. Why
not make it better and larger to accommodate them?

•

The consultants only looked at the financial implications - the costs - of
expanding other county facilities or upgrading Rockwood Terrace to the
province’s 2025 standard.
Why would the county not consider building a showcase senior’s home in
Durham that would attract older people and their families to the area?

.../2
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The trend toward an aging population that’s happening in West Grey is also happening
across the province and the country. Durham has a lot to offer older people - with one of
the best hospitals in the area and other amenities, our thriving arts and cultural scene,
and some pretty stunning natural attractions. Rather than seeing long-term care for
seniors as a cost burden, why not look at it as an investment opportunity?
West Grey’s strategic plan specifically states that it will encourage Grey County to
continue to support critical amenities in West Grey, including Rockwood Terrace. It also
outlines council’s support for amenities, activities and natural attractions that will draw
retirees to our area.
Grey County’s motto is ‘open for business’, so we think council should demonstrate that
by supporting the town of Durham.
West Grey Chamber of Commerce.

!2
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May 11, 2016

Warden Alan Barfoot and County Council Members
Corporation of the County of Grey
595 - 9th Ave. E
OWEN SOUND ON N4K 3E3
Dear Warden Barfoot and Grey County Council Members,
We are writing to you to express our concerns regarding the future of Rockwood Terrace long
term care facility in Durham. We ask that you look beyond what may be the consultant's most
cost-efficient proposal for the future of long-term care in Grey County and consider the negative
impact on the community should Rockwood Terrace be closed.
Rockwood Terrace is an important facility in Durham that is now home to long-time residents of
this area as well introducing new families to our community. Family members, staff, and
volunteers contribute to the local economy and life of Durham. The Durham hospital and
medical clinic provide the needed care for these residents.
We feel very strongly that Rockwood Terrace is an essential component in Grey County's long
term care planning. Much more than money is involved when considering the present and future
care of aging family members or those with physical and/or mental challenges that require long
term care. Please consider the long-term impact of this very important decision that Grey County
Council will be making this year.
Sincerely,

Philip & Kathleen Keffer
DURHAM ON
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June 6, 2016

VIA EMAIL

The Honourable Kathleen O. Wynne
Premier of Ontario
Queen’s Park, Rm. 281
Main Legislative Building
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Dear Premier Wynne,
Please be advised that at its meeting held on May 24th, 2016, Amherstburg Town Council passed the
following motion:
Resolution # 20160524-237 - That Council SUPPORT the Town of Shelburne’s resolution
regarding cutbacks to behavioral therapy for children affected by Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Regards,

Tammy Fowkes
Deputy Clerk

cc:

Hon. Tracy MacCharles - Minister of Children and Youth Services
Alexander Bezzina – Deputy Minister
Hon. Eric Hoskins – Minister of Health
Taras Natyshak – MPP, Essex
Tracey Ramsey - MP, Essex
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
Ontario Municipalities

Attached: Town of Shelburne’s letter re: Cutbacks to Behavioral Therapy

Website: www.amherstburg.ca
271 SANDWICH ST. SOUTH, AMHERSTBURG,
ONTARIO N9V 2A5
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Phone: (519) 736-0012 Fax: (519) 736-5403 TTY: (519)736-9860
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